MEMBER & DONOR NEWSLETTER

BELLE GROVE

PLANTATION
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elle Grove Plantation’s Board

of Directors and staff send

greetings of the season and
gratitude for your support in 2025.

Belle Grove is now in its 59th year of
preserving Shenandoah Valley history
and stewarding its built and natural
heritage. Our small and mighty staff,
dedicated Board, and devoted volun-
teers are key to our success. We ask
you join us by making a year-end gift.

While our non-profit organization
does not rely on regular support from
governmental entities, many federal
grant programs were eliminated this
year, narrowing our future options.

We are pleased to report that donors
answered the call to fund the replace-
ment of the white board fencing
around the property. Thanks to gener-
ous gifts, we reached our goal and this
project will be completed this spring.

The multi-year campaign for the resto-
ration of Belle Grove's 1797 Manor
House windows is advancing and the
last four windows will be restored this
winter.

An anonymous donor pledged a
matching challenge for the next phase
of the window-restoration project. We
need to have a film applied to the
window panes to reduce harmful
ultraviolet rays and heat that could
damage the historic interior and
collections. The exterior woodwork of
the windows also needs repair. Our
donor will match 1:1 every contribu-
tion received for this project. Gifts of
any size are appreciated.

As our country marks 250 years of its
founding, that story is made local at
Belle Grove, through many individu-
als who fought for and sought to
realize freedom. See page 3 for the
ways we will be commemorating this
milestone. We hope to see you at one
of these events.

With all best wishes to you and yours
for a lovely holiday,

Yimoada  Kuisten

Miranda Delmerico Kristen Laise
Board Chair Executive Director

FALL/WINTER 2025

How to Donate

Use the enclosed envelope to
donate by check or credit card. Note
if wish to designate your gift to
“window restoration.”

Visit bellegrove.org and click the
blue “Donate” button to make a
contribution with a credit card or

PayPal.

If you are over 70 1/2 years old and
have a tax-deferred IRA, you may
make a “Qualified Charitable
Distribution” donation from your IRA
to Belle Grove without paying taxes
on the donated amount. Consult
your IRA trustee for details. Belle
Grove’s EIN is 54-1047175.

Belle Grove may also accept gifts of
stock. Contact us for further

information.

Belle Grove is a 501(c)(3) non-profit
organization and registered as a
charitable organization in
Virginia. A financial statement is
available upon request from the
Office of Charitable and Regulatory
Programs. Your donation is tax
deductible and will be acknowl-
edged in writing.


https://youtu.be/xf0mabg_wQU
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2025 ACHIEVEMENTS

Belle Grove had another busy year,
with 15,000 visitors to date in 2025.
Here are some of the activities we
are actively pursuing:

Preserving History

A unique opportunity presented it-
self this summer when a colleague
spotted business papers of Isaac Hite
Senior on auction. These detailed
records from 1764 to 1777 outlined
household expenses, purchases of
goods from overseas, and transac-
tions related to farming tobacco.
They provide insight into the house-
hold in which Isaac Hite Jr. was
raised and the business he inherited
in 1795. It also references the leas-
ing and sale of enslaved people, for
whom a paper trail is rare.
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Belle Grove had the funds to partici-
pate in the auction thanks to the
Nancy Lee Comer Fund for Belle
Grove Collections, established in
2021 by Stephen and Annette Com-
er in honor of their aunt. Interest
from this endowed fund, managed
by the Community Foundation of
the Northern Shenandoah Valley,
may be spent to acquire and care for
collections. The competitive auction
could not have been won without
these funds available.

When a second, smaller set of
papers from this collection came up
in a separate auction, Belle Grove
purchased them as well.

The 64 pages of documents are now
with a paper conservator for minor
repairs. They have also been digit-
ized so that researchers may use
them without handling the originals.

Cedar Creek and Belle Grove
National Historical Park coordinates
volunteers virtually to transcribe
primary sources related to the Park
and they are including these docu-
ments to make the information
more accessible soon.

Restoring a Landmark
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The restoration of Fort Bowman,
funded by a generous gift from the
James L. and Mary Jane Bowman
Charitable Trust, is nearly complete.
Exterior landscaping, grading, and
masonry projects were accomplished
this summer, and interior painting
and other final projects are under-
way. Weather permitting, Belle
Grove will host open houses this
winter for Belle Grove members and
friends.
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Innovating Storytelling

To engage with history in a new way,
Belle Grove commissioned Bleu
Do’zia, a playwright and founder of
Selah Theatre Project, to tell the
story of Abba, a woman enslaved by
several members of the Hite family
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for her entire 70-year life. When a
Trumpet Cries, moved beyond
stereotypical depictions of slavery,
sparking profound conservations
between the cast and audience that
are still resonating and informing
future programming. A recording of
the play and more about Abba’s life
is at virtual.bellegrove.org.

Building on Success

Belle Grove recently hosted the sixth
annual Kris Kringle Market, an
event that began during the pan-
demic as a way to support local busi-
ness with a safe gathering outdoors.
For the last three years, the event
has attracted nearly 5,000 attendees.

This year, Belle Grove staff and a
volunteer Festival Committee insti-
tuted a juried vendor application
process to improve the quality and
variety of offerings. Several new reve-
nue-producing aspects of the event
were successful, making this popular
community happening an increas-
ingly beneficial fundraiser for Belle
Grove.

Expanding Traditions

Shenandoah Sips, was launched this
year, replacing Belle Grove’s long-
running “Of Ale and History” Beer
Festival. This newly branded event
focused primarily on wine, cider,
and spirits but has the flexibility to
feature a variety of other locally
produced beverages in the future.
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Honoring the Past

The first of the two quilts honoring
the people en-
slaved at Belle
' Grove is complete
and now mounted
on its frame.

It has the names of
%175 men, women,
2 and children hand-

stitched on the
blocks by 114 volunteers coordinat-
ed by the Winchester Chapter of
Embroiderers’ Guild of America.
Quilter Carole Staples designed and
pieced the quilt top, arranging
blocks by family.

Quilting expert Pam Pampe con-
structed the quilt and she and her
husband, Bob, traveled to nine
events this year to teach and assist
177 community members to quilt it.

The second quilt displaying 95 more
names has just arrived. It is being
prepared for quilting and opportuni-
ties to participate in this project will
be announced soon. The quilts will
be installed at Belle Grove as part of
the Unearthing Enslaved Lives exhibit.
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“LET FREEDOM RING” AT BELLE GROVE

To honor the 250" anniversary of
America, the Manor House is deco-
rated this holiday season with the
theme of Let Freedom Ring.

Through their decorations, area
garden clubs and Belle Grove volun-
teers remember the contributions of
the Patriots and founding fathers
and mothers, as well as those who
have worked to make our country a
more perfect union, whether
through the Underground Railroad
or women'’s suffrage.

In the Unearthing Enslaved Lives
exhibit are 270 candles, one for each
man, woman, and child enslaved at
Belle Grove. The candles are ar-
ranged in family groups and are illu-
minated daily 2-8 p.m.

December 5-30, Belle Grove is open
daily, except for Christmas Eve and
Day. Guided tours are hourly Mon-
day-Saturday 10 a.m.-4 p.m. and
Sunday 1-5 p.m. On Friday and Sat-
urdays, 4-8 p.m., the Manor House,
lit by candlelight and featuring live
music, is open for self-guided tours.

The Museum Shop is full of great
gifts such as goods from area artists
and artisans, local food products,
holiday décor, and history books.

Belle Grove members receive 10%
off in the Museum Shop in addition
to free admission for touring. De-
cember is the perfect time to renew
your membership or give it as a gift.
Visit bellegrove.org/membership.

IN MEMORIAM

Sadly, 2025 brought losses. These
Belle Grove friends gave their time
and talents to make this organiza-
tion better. They are missed.

John Clancey served on the Board
2015-2022 and was a Board Chair
and Treasurer. He was a knowledge-
able and engaging docent with a
deep love of history.

James Gable was on the Board from
2012-2017 and worked on the prod-
uct development for Belle Grove

1797 Whiskey Chocolates.

Richard Leith was a dear friend,
faithful supporter, and husband of
past Board member Lyne Leith. He
shared his love of Scotland at many
a fine feast at Leith Hall.

250™ ANNIVERSARY PLANS

Belle Grove is commemorating the
250th anniversary of the nation with
research projects and programs.

In the Revolutionary War, Isaac
Hite Jr. of Belle Grove served as an
aide de camp to Colonel Peter
Muhlenberg. Many of his Hite and
Bowman cousins also fought in the
Continental Army. At Belle Grove’s
Annual Meeting in September, not-
ed expert Gabriel Neville presented
Hites & Bowmans in the Rewvolution
(recording at tinyurl.com/

3cm6x4zd).
In 2026, Belle Grove will be produc-

ing an online exhibit about Isaac
Hite Jr.s military service. Ranger
Christopher Mattingly will also pre-
sent a talk on that topic, “For the
Cause of Liberty” (date to be an-
nounced).

Work continues on an extensive
online exhibit about his wife, Nelly
Madison Hite, and it includes what
the war years were like for her, her
family, and her community in
Orange, Virginia.

April 20-June 7, 2026, Belle Grove
will host the traveling exhibition
Give Me Liberty: Virginia and the Forg-
ing of a Nation thanks to a sponsor-
ship from the Winchester-Frederick
County VA250 Committee.
Produced by the Jamestown-
Yorktown Foundation and the
Virginia Museum of History & Cul-
ture, the exhibit highlights Virginia’s
leading role in the Revolution.

The Virginia Museum of History &
Culture has launched a 250 Passport
Program, which features Belle Grove
as one of 70 sites statewide.
VIRGINIAZS,

AMERICAN REVOLUTION




THANK YOU 2025 SPONSORS AND DONORS

Belle Grove is grateful for the many supporters who have given time and funds this year. We
particularly thank and acknowledge the following exceptional individual and corporate donors,
event sponsors, and Belle Grove’s Madison, Heritage, and President’s Society level members.

Belle Grove Plantation
P. 0. Box 537
336 Belle Grove Road

Middletown, VA 22645

540-869-2028
info@bellegrove.org
bellegrove.org

facebook.com/BelleGrove
instagram.com/bellegrove1797

STAFF
Kristen Laise, Executive Director
Anders Skandsen, Buildings &

Grounds Manager
Elizabeth Dalton, Outreach Coordinator
Paige Ulevich, Festivals Coordinator
Loretta Stepanian, Museum Shop Assistant
Laura Wolosyzn, Museum Shop Assistant
lan Richardson, Building &

Grounds Assistant

BOARD MEMBERS
Miranda Delmerico, Chair
David Scheetz, Incoming Chair
Scott Terndrup, Vice Chair
Sally Megeath, Secretary
Bob Gail, Treasurer

Ross Bradford

Carolyn Carney

James Coates

Suzanne Conrad

Linnett Cormier

John Fredericksen
Matthew Greer

Gary Heaton

Craig Morris

Patricia Weichmann Morris
Bob Mowery

Christa Nahhas

Wyatt Pearson

Bill Rogers

TRUSTEES EMERITUS

John H. Adamson IlI*

Frederick S. Andreae

Joan C. Butler*

Nancy Lee Comer

Betty Edwards*

Gary R. Frink

Suzanne White McKown*

Beverley B. Shoemaker

Mrs. Lilburn T. Talley*

Mrs. Charles W. Yerkes
*deceased
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Mrs. Barbara Adamson

Mr. Frederick S. Andreae & Mrs. Christine Andreae

Benjamin Moore & Company

Black Shutter Antiques & Vintage

James L. & Mary Jane Bowman Charitable Trust
Dr. Byron Brill & Ms. Kathy Kanter

Ms. Loretta Briede

Mr. David Carne

Ms. Carolyn Carney

Carper ‘s Wood Creations

Carmeuse Lime & Stone

Ms. Rebecca L. Casagrande

The Mary Louise Chrisman Charitable Trust
The Mary Louise Chrisman Family Trust

The Chrisman Family Foundation

Mzr. Robert Claytor & Mrs. Susan Claytor

Dr. James Coates & Mrs. Frances Coates

Ms. Nancy Lee Comer

Dr. Stephen Comer & Mrs. Annette Comer
Mr. John T. Conrad & Mrs. Suzanne Conrad
Copper Fox Distillery

Crescent Cities Charities

Mr. Donald Crigler & Mrs. Gail Crigler

Mr. Paul Delmerico & Mrs. Miranda Delmerico
Ms. Jane DeSelm

Mr. Richard Dunkle & Mrs. Sandy Dunkle
Edward Jones Financial Advisor Mr. Rick Novak
Mr. James Evenson

First Bank

Mr. Daniel Elsea & Mrs. Cindy Elsea

Dr. John Fredericksen & Dr. Renée Fredericksen
Mr. Gary Frink & Mrs. Jeanne Frink

Mrs. Sue Fulghum

Garden Club of Virginia

Mr. Bob Gail & Mrs. Robin Gail

Mrs. Irina Galunina

Mr. James E. Getz & Mrs. Rita Getz

Mr. Tyson Gilpin

Ms. Melanie Henry

The Hite Family Association

Mr. Ray W. Hite & Mrs. Janice Hite

Mr. Rodney Hodgson & Mrs. Peggy Hodgson
Mr. Joel Howard & Mrs. Linda Howard
iHeartMedia

Ms. Paulette Jennis

Mr. Paul Knittle & Mrs. Kelly Knittle

Mr. Edward Kotulski & Mrs. Michelle Kotulski
La Grange Family Farm

Mr. Mark Lee & Mrs. Marjorie Lee
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Belle Grove Plantation is one of the 27 historic sites of ‘g oA
the National Trust for Historic Preservation. Since g %

Mr. Richard Leith & Mrs. Evalyne Leith

Mr. Steve Leonard & Mrs. Karen Leonard

Laurel Ridge Community College

Ms. Letty G. Lynn

Mzr. Michael Marcheterre & Mr. Craig Morris

Mr. Charles Margolis

Estate of Suzanne White McKown

Ms. Sally Megeath

Ms. Eileen Miller

Mr. Robert Mowery

Dr. M. Dianne Murphy

Ms. Christa Nahhas

National Trust for Historic Preservation

Northern Shenandoah Valley Audubon Society

Northern Shenandoah Valley Master Gardener
Association

Mrs. Susan Old

Mr. Robert Pampe & Mrs. Pam Pampe

Mr. Thomas Parker & Ms. Joan Williams

Perry Engineering Company

Mr. Michael Perry & Mrs. Susan Perry

Ms. Suzanne Porter

River 95.3

Mr. Bill Rogers & Mrs. Erin Rogers

Mrs. Elaine Boyer Roy

Ms. Margie Sabo

Mr. David Scheetz & Mrs. Amanda Scheetz

Shaffer’s BBQ & Market

Mr. Matthew Shaffer & Mrs. Julie Shaffer

Shenandoah Animal Hospital

Shenandoah Restorations

Shenandoah Valley Orthodontics

Mrs. Beverley B. Shoemaker

SHP Management Co. LLC

Mr. Don Strand & Mrs. Linda Sue Strand

Ms. Michele Sunderlin

Mr. Scott Terndrup & Mrs. Eunice Terndrup

Dr. Thomas Truban & Mrs. Melissa Truban

Virginia Commission for the Arts

Mr. Michael Watkinson

Mr. Rick Wasmund & Mrs. Chelsea Wasmund

Wellcome Opportunity Fund of the Grand Rapids

Community Foundation
James R. Wilkins Charitable Trust

Mr. Francis Hunnewell Williams & Ms. Keris Salmon
Mr. George B. Williams & Mrs. Mary Jane Williams

Mr. Jack & Mrs. Betty Yanky

Mr. Guy Young & Mrs. Alice Young
Ms. Robin Young

Mr. Wade Zirkle & Mrs. Mary Zirkle

Belle Grove Plantation is a partner in the Cedar Creek
and Belle Grove National Historical Park. The Park
was founded in 2002 and is a partnership between
non-profit

the National Park Service, four

organizations, and one municipality.



